R Arkansas Waterfowl Rice Incentive
/- Conservation Enhancement (WRICE)



- WRICE Program Background
B
1) Winter-flooded rice fields and managed seasonal

wetlands provide many of the same wetland
functions for waterfowl and other wildlife.

2) Food for ducks in rice fields has been substantially
reduced due to changes in production methods and

rice varieties. Fall tillage has also reduced waste rice
and other foods available to ducks.




-~ Goals of 2020 WRICE-VPA Program
Lo

. AGFC is partnering with NRCS through the

Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive

Program to:

1) Help farmers increase waterfowl food in
harvested rice fields without financial burden.

2) Provide permitted waterfowl hunting
opportunities and wildlife viewing on rice fields.

3) Offer public hunting and wildlife viewing
opportunities on WRE properties.



RS WRICE Program Requirements

)
Farmers or landowners receive incentive payments for
the following activities:

1) Provide shallow water throughout the waterfowl
wintering period on harvested rice fields within 10
miles of waterfowl-focused Wildlife Management

Areas and National Wildlife Refuges.

2) Allow permitted waterfowl hunting and wildlife
viewing on rice fields through Feb. 28.

3) Offer public hunting and wildlife viewing opportunities
on Wetland Reserve Easement/Program properties.



2020 WRICE Focus Areas



WRICE Program Outreach



WRICE Program Specifics
1) Suspend fall tillage

A. Leave stubble standing
B. Roll stubble with a flat or cleated roller
C. Conduct patchy burns

2) Shallow-water development

A. Ensure fields are capable of holding water at an average
depth of 2-18” Oct. 15 -Feb. 15
B. Surface-water pumping receives extra payment



) a WRICE Program Specifics
e
» Permitted waterfowl hunting and wildlife viewing ($100/acre)
« Reserve all hunting rights for AGFC
« Hunting by randomly selected parties of four hunters or less
each weekend of waterfowl season
« AGEFC staff post fields as special waterfowl hunting areas

and implement a permitted hunt program.



s 2020 WRICE Applications

e 24 257 acresrice
initially offered

e 835 acres WRE
initially offered



2020 WRICE Properties

e 3,855 acres enrolled

e 520 acres WRE
enrolled



2020 WRICE Management




2020-21 Duck Season

Approximately 40 hunting sites available
each weekend of regular duck season
and for two special youth hunts

1,093 unique individuals applied for hunts

305 unique individuals randomly drawn
to hunt



- ade? 2020-21 Duck Season

« Average applicants per
week = 243

« Average applicants per
week for each field.:
range 1-22

¢ Maximum applicants per
week for a field = 31



2020-21 Duck Season

Average age of successful applicants = 34

2020-21 WRICE Hunt Successful Applicants by Age
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