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WRE Outreach Working Groups

MS - ACEP Workshop

3,500 landowners
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2020 Registration NOW OPEN for NRCS

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) Workshops

WHEN ARE THE WORKSHOPS?
The workshops will be conducted virtually via Zoom on

* Tuesday, October 6 from 10 am - 12 noon
e Thursday, October 8 from 2 pm to 4 pm

WHAT WILL | LEARN?
* Details of ALE and WRE * The application process * Required documentation * What a restored
easement will look like * Ranking of offers * How to make the best WRE offer.
You should strongly encourage anyone interested in ACEP to attend one of these meetings,
they will be glad they did!

HOW DO | REGISTER?
Any interested landowners in Mississippi are welcome to attend. Anyone planning to attend must
register online at hitps://lowerdelta.org/workshops/

ACEP CONSISTS OF TWO COMPONENTS

Agricultural Land Easements (ALE) assist conservation organizations to

protect productive working lands by preventing non-agricultural uses

and maximize protection of land devoted to food production )
(such as land shown at right). ‘.
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> Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE) |
restore, protect, and enhance .
enrolled wetlands and improve wildlife habitat. Eligible WRE lands

¥ include farmed or prior-converted wetlands that can be successfully
and cost-effectively restored

(such as land shown at left).
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and ULS. Department of Agriculture {USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and
institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal ar

retaliation for prior vil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA {not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadiines
vary by program or incident.*Persans with disabilities who require i of

tion for program (e.8., Braille, large print, audiotape, American
Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at [202) 720-2600 [voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at

18004 877-8339. Additionallv. oroeram information mav be made available in laneuases other than Enelish.*USDA & an eaual apnortunity orovider. emplover. and lender.



WRE Outreach Working Groups

LA — WRE Enrollment

2,000 landowners

USDA
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WETLAND RESERVE EASEMENTS (WRE)

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS In LOUISIANA

With the Wetland Reserve E. (WRE) program,
you can:
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WRE Eligible Land Types
Ranking and enrollment priority is given to
li that include:

* Receive up to $3,950/acre for enrolling in WRE (pay
rates vary by zone and land use, and are in review for
2021 rate adjustments).

* Reduce risk of farming flood-prone land.

* Develop highly productive wildlife habitat.

* Retain ownership of your property, as well
as access control, hunting and fishing
rights, and the ability to sell the
property.

* Incur little or no out of
pocket cost for habitat
restoration such as tree
planting and wetland
development.

* Enjoy improved opportunities to
observe wildlife as well as
increase hunting opportunities for waterfowl, deer, and
other wildlife.

* Createp ial i from leased hunti

* Make great memories with family and friends.

* Leave a lasting legacy for your children and
grandchildren.

* Contribute to wildlife and health regionally.

Zone 1 $2,590 $1,700 v 3y, =

Zone 2 $2,605 $1,475 =

Zone 3 $2,200 $1,480 =

Zone 4 $3,320 $1,965

Zone 5 $3,950 $3,420

2020 maximum rates listed above. 2N
*In review for 2021 rate adjustments|

“If you are interested in creating wildlife habitat this is a
way todo it. It's a way to create a conservation habitat without
having to bear all the expense yourself; you have a lot of
professional resources to get it done. It's a great alternative to

marginal agricultural land or something that's already too wet
to farm.”

-~ Bob Bush, WRE owner in the Miss. Alluvial Valley

Photos: top k by Fyn Kynd Flickr (C2.0;
Bogue Chitto Cypress by Loca Steve Flickr CC 2.0; Hunter & dog from 8ob Bush

* Farmed Wetlands or Prior Converted
Cropland, Pasture, or Hayland

Other eligible lands may include:

* Former or Degraded Wetlands

* Riparian (stream-side) areas

* Some CRP lands

WRE Easement Options

* Permanent: 100% of payment rate and
100% of restoration costs provided

* 30-year: 75% of payment rate, 75% of
restoration costs provided with 25% match
provided by Landowner

How to A for WRE

* Applications for WRE may be submitted at
your local NRCS Service Center at any time.

* Land s are ged to apply by
September 25, 2020 for funding
consideration in 2021.

* Applicati bmitted after September 25,
2020 will be accepted and considered in the
next funding period.

FIND IT HERE: Local Service Centers- https://
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/la/
/local/ Under ding WRE- https://
www.Imvjv.org/s/Understanding-WRE-LA.pdf
=

e

USDA is an equal opportunity lender, provider and employer.
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Phase 3 — Tristate WREP [ AT
= S20 M federal request | any

= S1 M partner match
e Walton - $S575,000
* Arbor Day - $375,000

NFWF LMAYV Restoration Fund
= $700,000 request F ge®
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Wetland Conservation Policy Coalition

WRE RECOMMENDATIONS

WETLAND CONSERVATION POLICY COALITION
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NRCS Easement Program Division

Matural Resources Conservation Service @

* Tri-state WREP project discussions

" Wetlands
- Reserve
Program

* Meet & greet
 ACEP-WRE policy meeting
* Tri-state field trip
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Annual Work Plan

2020 Tri-5tate Partnership Planning
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OBIECTIVE

Status /
Target to
Initiate

ACTIONS

LEAD Additional Comments

Spring

Develop a distributian strategy for NRCS appraval

le-g., Partner outreach, NRCS newsletters, e

wiebsites)

iss/Brock

How WHE Works Brachure

Fallow up with ASC's before end of FY ta
determine if reprint is wamanted.

Seiss/Brock

NRCS Easement Halder
Aug

Mewsletter

M5 - Ansess interest in develoging and distributing

newsletter in Fal

Keenan/Nelms

Inclugie bk to How WRE Warks

ment

Conk. call wfLA to evaluate uncapped parishes and
other target areas for Jul 15 mailout

outreach fiyers

Additional New Enraliment
Outreach

Canf. cal wiMS to evaluate outreach ta Sauth

Include bink to How WRE Warks
/' rment

Dieita and Tunica Caunty for Jul 15
distributianfmailout

outreach fiyers

WRE Management |/E

Ongoing

Cantinue development of WRE Management video
series; targeting campletian by end of calenciar
year

Seiss/Brock

ul

Eoardinate with prapsective vendar on potential
remate sensed WRE stand data and schoule far
Fall TCF meeting presentatian

Brack,/Seiss

WRP/E Data Consoiciation &
Assezsment

Fal

Revisit status and discuss various state data
collection and assessment effarts

[ — Sumrnarize 2019 WG mesting
notes

Landowner Wersian of

Spring

Develop a distributian strategy for NRCS appraval
le-g., Partner outreach, NRCS newsletters,
websites]

Seiss/Brock

Plantation Management
Doscument

Sept.

Evaluate any reprint needs before end of FY

Seiss/Brock

Caordinate with ey industry contacts [e.g., 1.
Porier) on impact of mill closings on interest in
WRE timber

Brack/Seiss

Crordinate with partners cn hosting field tour for
Mills{Zuppliers

Brack/Seiss

Markets

Work with MFA, IP and working group to evaluate
need for Fall landawner workshop in MS

Brack/Seiss

May

Coardinate with working group and key partrers
on possible LA ndowner workshop

Brack,Seiss

fh Evaluate LMAY Funding

§ Propasals

Oppartunities and Develop

Ongo:

g [ 543 an top af potental WAEP funding and initiate
o early planning

Seiss/Brock

Ongo:

Aswait REFP funding announcement and i
awarded, cocrdinate as needed with AR and LA

ng
NRCS on implementation

Seiss/Brock

Ongoing

Evaluate additional funding appartunities as they
develop; mlisborate & coardinate propasal
develapment as approgriste

Seiss/Brock

Conskler making TCP balkaps for

q.'
gy €

PFromote TCF

Spri

Coardianate and schedule tri-state tour with NRCS
ing
HQ

Tim/Seiss
tour

Fal
waith NACS HO

Coordiante and schedule TCP and WICPC mesting

Seins

Ce

Haromonize WRCG

Epardiante meeting to harmonize Wetiand
Restaratian Criteria Guidelines amang the thres

Seiss/Brock

states
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Steering Committee Meeting
March 4th




Thank You Partners!!
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