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General Science Updates



Forest Protection Model

MAV FPDSM v7
(plus Conservation Estate)

FPDSM Version 7 (Final)
• Protection Scores given to all forest-core areas
• Non-hostile habitat has been removed 
• Size classes have changed slightly

Finalized a manuscript for submission 
to the journal Forests for special issue 

-- Protected Areas in Forest 
Conservation: Challenges and 

Opportunities

• Permanently-protected portions of forest-core
areas removed from DSM

Old Area New Area

>2,100 > 2,000
1,680-2,100 1,600 - 2,000

< 1,680 < 1,600

Higher priority

Lower priority



• Meeting at October 29-30th at Ducks Unlimited HQ in 
Memphis, TN

• Discuss ‘’roll out” of MAV Landbird Plan
• Invitees:

– Dan Twedt
– Randy Wilson (USFWS)
– Bob Ford (PIF)
– David Hanni (TWRA)
– Sarah Kendrick (MDC)
– LMVJV Staff – Keith McKnight, Anne Mini, Steve Brock

MAV Landbird Plan

30 spp.24 spp.

Achieved Not achieved

Reforestation of an additional 
300,000 ha within the MAV is likely 

enough to attain the forest-bird 
population goals for Lower 

Mississippi Valley Joint Venture. 



• July meeting with LMVJV Waterfowl Working Group 
Co-chairs – Luke Naylor and Dale James

1) What Human Dimensions considerations do we need to account 
for in our Joint Venture, in general

2) Based on 2 or 3 ideas, solicit feedback on how to bring these 
ideas to fruition

Invitees:
• Luke Naylor (AGFC), Dale James (DU), Ashley Gramza (AGFC), Keith 

McNight (LMVJV), Anne Mini (LMVJV), Wiley Carr (USFWS), John 
Brunjes (KDWR), Heath Hagy (USFWS), Randy Wilson (USFWS)

November 19-20th in Stuttgart, AR

Human Dimensions
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Monitoring and Evaluation Priorities Update



Monitoring & Evaluation

Tend to be the most consistently 
ignored and/or underfunded 

Provides essential feedback 
loop to measure success 

towards objectives

Supplies raw material for testing important assumptions 
made in the Biological Planning & Conservation Design



• Monitoring/Evaluation Tool  how do we monitor
• Purpose  why is it a need
• Protocol  link or description if in place
• Status  is the monitoring currently happening
• Timeframe   how often should item be monitored

LMVJV Monitoring & Evaluation 
Summary



• Provide repository for detailed methodology
• Identify which monitoring/evaluation needs may be 

highest priority
• Identify factors for why monitoring is not occurring
• Gather Science Team to discuss strategy for developing 

monitoring and evaluation priorities

LMVJV Monitoring & Evaluation 
Where we left off (2016)



LMVJV Monitoring & Evaluation

Reliable information exists; good mechanisms in place

Some reliable information exists, but needs to be updated; mechanisms in 
development
Information exists, but not much or not adopted by JV; needs significant 
attention; AND/OR lacking in some guilds within the bird group

Information absent or of little value; little/no attention paid to this by the JV

LMVJV Operational Compass: Habitat Conservation To Sustain Bird Populations Through Science, 
Technology and Partnerships 

SHC 
Framework Element/Product NAWMP PIF USSCP NAWP NAWMP PIF USSCP NAWP 

 Biological 
Planning Unit Mississippi Alluvial Valley West Gulf Coastal Plains/Ouachitas 
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LMVJV Monitoring & Evaluation 



• Finish draft of Monitoring and Evaluation plan

• Share draft with Science Team for input

• Arrange Spring meeting of the Science Team to discuss 
finalizing the plan

LMVJV Monitoring & Evaluation 
Next Steps
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Water Management Unit Tool Update



• Two web-based, online applications
– Water Management Unit (WMU) Management
– Moist-soil Monitoring, Management & Reporting (MMR)

LMVJV Wetlands Management & 
Monitoring Applications



• History of the Application
– LMVJV Waterfowl Working Group
– Needed a way to track waterfowl habitat to assess 

energy (DEDs) provided
– Completed in 2011

• Relevance to Joint Venture Partners
– Designed for public land data
– Informs Joint Venture biological planning
– Assess contribution to NAWMP goals

LMVJV Wetlands Management & 
Monitoring Applications



• Two web-based, online applications
– Water Management Unit (WMU) Management
– Moist-soil Monitoring, Management & Reporting (MMR)

LMVJV Wetlands Management & 
Monitoring Applications



• One web-based, online application
– Water Management Unit (WMU) Management
– Moist-soil Monitoring, Management & Reporting (MMR)

LMVJV Wetlands Management & 
Monitoring Applications



LMVJV Water Management Unit 
Tool

Web service log on

Water Management Unit 
polygons to delineate



Old – Single Unit New – Subunits within WMU 

LMVJV Water Management Unit 
Tool
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Old – Many Attributes New – Simplified Attributes

LMVJV Water Management Unit 
Tool



LMVJV Water Management Unit 
Tool



LMVJV Water Management Unit 
Tool 



• Testing and debugging through early November

• Landing page and definitions page

• Requires new input of polygons into system

LMVJV Water Management Unit 
Next Steps

DATA CALL!!
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Science Investment Priorities and Recommendations



• LMVJV has ~$50,000 to make decisions for funding of 
research

• Gathered Science Team for call on 23 September

Science Investment

Short-term: Invest in a known project that needs additional 
funding now

Long-term: Request what we want to spend money on based 
on unfunded Science Priorities with the existing money 
potentially only being a part of that overall funding need



Science Priorities



Science Priorities

WATERBIRDS



• Investigate what is out there in terms of waterbird
projects and potentially what could be done with 
funding 

• Bring ideas to the Science Team after the Fall 
Management Board meeting

• Science Team will plan for a late spring/early summer 
in-person meeting to discuss an update of the Science 
Priorities and potential funding for subsequent years

Science Investment – Next Steps
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