Goal - WRP/WRE is to restore, protect, and enhance
wetlands on eligible private or tribal lands while
maximizing wildlife habitat benefits.

Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program

Wetland Reserve Easements

Agricultural Lands Easements

Presented by:

Randy Childress

Assistant State Conservationist for Easements

CDN Meeting
9/24/2020




Primary Objectives of
WRP/WRE

* Provide habitat for migratory birds
and other wetland dependent
wildlife including threatened and
endangered species.

* Improvement of water quality

* Flood water storage and ground
water recharge

* Protect and enhance open space
and aesthetic quality

e Protection of native flora and fauna



Arkansas is No. 2 in the Nation in WRP/WRE enrollment

Total Easement Acres Enrolled — 284,245 Acres

Total No. of Easements — 827

Arkansas has enrollment in:

e HFRP — Healthy Forest Reserve Program

* GRP - Grassland Reserve Program

« WRP — Wetland Reserve Program

« EWPP-FPL — Emergency Watershed Protection Program — Flood Plain Easements
« WRE — Wetland Reserve Program
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Objectives

1. Assess current conditions
of oldest easements

2. Model management
interventions

3. Develop
recommendations and
potential prescriptions

Silviculture Prescription — POW Camp Compartment # XX

A. Location and Compartment Information
Lat long; county; compartment area; road access; ownership
B. Compartment Description — Narrative

Description of general compartment characteristics; roads inside compartment; species
composition in general; ecoregion and it’s disturbance history; topography; soil type; site index;
understory vegetation description

C. Maps and Aerial Imagery

List boundary, soil, topo. aerial imagery. and any other maps vou attach

D. Management Objectives

Landowner objectives; financial considerations; concerns and special considerations
E. Assessment of Current Conditions

Description of sampling design used: data quality issues or concerns; number and distribution of
cohorts; graphs and tables summarizing tree species composition and structure; disturbance
history of compartment; successional stage; pest and invasives presence; wildlife habitat quality;
aesthetic value; cultural resources
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Sampling
= 32 easements within 9 counties

= 110 planted fields were Ashley 4
inventoried using 856 tenth-acre
plOtS Chicot 3
» 17,519 trees measured & 2500 tree
Desha 4
cores collected
Drew 4
Monroe 4
Prairie 4
St. Francis 1
White 3
Woodruff 5
TOTAL 32




Measurements

= Included

= Diameter

= Height

= Vigor

= Crown metrics
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Most comprehensive and extensive WRE
data set yet collected




Example of differences in species composition
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Differences in stocking

Rdequate

Understocked s




Comparing oak growth

= Willow oak had lower growth within , —
first five years of planting but Willow oak
surpassed cherrybark and Nuttall
within 20 years of planting

= Cherrybark oak higher growth
early in plantation development but
lower growth than other oaks in

2015, with an apparent decline in
2017

Nuttall oak

\

= Nuttall oak had an intermediate
growth among planted oaks ~—

Cherrybark oak

Basal area increment (mm?)




Coming soon
Rerial assessment Forest growth modeling




	Goal - WRP/WRE is to restore, protect, and enhance wetlands on eligible private or tribal lands while maximizing wildlife habitat benefits. 
	Primary Objectives of WRP/WRE
	Arkansas Easements
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Wetland Reserve easements evaluation
	Objectives
	Slide Number 16
	Sampling
	Measurements
	Slide Number 19
	Most comprehensive and extensive WRE data set yet collected 
	Example of differences in species composition
	Differences in stocking
	Comparing oak growth 
	Coming soon

