Arkansas Waterfowl Rice Incentive
Conservation Enhancement (WRICE)
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#\S°  WRICE Program Background

-
1) Winter-flooded rice fields and managed seasonal
wetlands can provide similar wetland functions for

waterfowl and other wildlife.

2) Food for ducks in rice fields has been substantially
reduced due to changes in production methods and
rice varieties. Fall tillage has also reduced waste rice

and other foods avoilcble to ducks.
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Drivers of Duck Abundance

Use AGFC aerial survey data fo examine
landscape impacts
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Drivers of Duck Abundance

Presence | Abundance Presence | Abundance

Rice Field Rice Field

Surface Water Surface Water
Open Water

Fallow Field

Open Water
Fallow Field

Soybean Field Soybean Field

| Ricefield | 7 | 19 || RiceFied | € | 6
SurfaceWater | 4 | 7 ||sufacewater| 12 | 12
| Openwater | O | © || openwater | ' | °
FallowField | 2 | 1 || FallowFied | © | ©
Soybeanfield | © | 2 ||SoybeanFied| O | °
| Wettand | ' | 0 || Wethnd | 5 | 1



Drivers of Duck Abundance
KEY FINDINGS

1) Duck presence and abundance most
iInfluenced by coverage and distribution of
surface water in compination with rice fields

2) Mallards use a mosaic of habitats, and
extensive surface water is necessary to
sustain large populations of mallards

3) Mallards use soybean fields due to
abundance (31-34% of total extent)
compared to rice fields (10-17%)



—ANS - Drivers of Duck Abundance
MANAGEMENT ACTION

 Managed habitat anchors complexes and must
be maintained

o Focus on priority landscapes

» Surtace water driven by natural flooding Is crifical

o Predictive models useful if habitats reduced and
hydrology altered

« Agriculture land is important over a large
landscape

o Work with private landowners 1o improve
management for waterfowl



—&=°  Goals of WRICE-VPA Program

b~
AGFC Is partnering with NRCS through the
Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive
Program to:

1) Help tarmers increase waterfowl food In
harvested rice fields without financial burden.

2) Provide permitted waterfowl hunting
opportunities on rice fields.

3) Offer public hunting and wildlife viewing e S
opportunities on Wetland Reserve N O
Easement/Program properties. e 2.



—&S°  WRICE Program Requirements

s
Farmers or landowners receive iIncentive payments for
the following activities:

1) Provide shallow water throughout the waterfow!
wintering period on harvested rice fields within 10
miles of waterfowl-focused Wildlife Management
Areas and National Wildlite Retfuges.

2) Allow permitted waterfowl hunting and wildlite
viewing on rice fields through Feb. 28.

3) Offer public hunting and wildlife viewing opportunifies
on Wetland Reserve Easement/Program properties.



WRICE Focus Areas

i i 10 Mile Buffer

- Wildife Management Areas
Il tistional Wildite Refuges

20 40



Arkansas Waterfowl

Rice Incentive Conservation Enhancement
Voluntary Public Access Program
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Program Rejuiraments
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* Suspend fall illage jchoase one ormare past-hanest optian: &0
A Leavestubblestandng
E. Roll stabble with 3 fatorclated nler
C  Condactpaichybums
¥ Shallow-water development (choas optian AorB)
K. Rainfalldependznt [$25 /)
« Exsure el ar capahike of holdng water 7t an average deqrth of 6-16°0ct. 15 (g, 15 optian far addtional ankig
paits-Fab. 15
B Surfar-wabar pumping (50
«Surface waler mast be read iy avallablefar faoding Mo, 1-Feh, 15 Ensume Neids are capable ol kg water
Wow, 1-Feb. 15 Pumpsurface water i needed o 2rsare foadng 2 an #rage depth of 618" fan Mav. 1-F2b 15
# Permitted waterfow] hunting and wildife vlewing (51 (e
« Allow wall|n humtiag by @ndomiy sedecied part ks o four hinbers or less ead weekend of the waberfow! sazon.
« W stalT wll post e a6 spectal wabrow! hanting a=asand Inplement 3 parmitted hink program.
¥ Monitering and payment
«AGRC staft wil monkarenmlied fekdsweedy during the conractad e ing pariad b determine food ing sEus
«Payment wil b2 made n two Insalments.
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rogram Outreach

To apply, please fill out the follewing application and email it to the Private Lands Biologist
i your region by June 1, 2020

AGFC will notify swocessful applicants by July 15, 2020,
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pecifics a

1) Suspend tall fillage
A. Leave stubble standing
B. Roll stubble with a flat or cleated roller
C. Conduct patchy burns

2) Shallow-water development

A. Ensure fields are capable of holding water at an average
depth of 2-18" Oct. 15 -Feb. 15 —y
.B = Surfcice O’rer‘pu pmg recewes ex’rra pdymen’r |




FaoF WRICE Program Specifics
> Permitted waterfowl hunting and wildlife viewing ($100/acre)

« Reserve dll hunting rights for AGFC
 Hunting by randomly selected parties of four hunters or less

each weekend ot waterfowl season
« AGFC staft post fields as special waterfowl hunting areas

and implement a permitted hunt program.

WRICE

(8 PropertyBoundary
Access by Permit Only
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S WRICE Program Specifics

Lt

»> Monitoring and payment
« AGFC staff will monitor enrolled fields weekly during the
confracted flooding period to determine flooding stafus.

« Payment will be made in two installments.
o 0% of the contract tofal following successtul flood up.
o Up to 50% of the contract total af the end of contract based on

confract performance.
= For example, it an enrolled field is flooded during 80% of monitoring Visits,
payment will total 80% of the contfract total.
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2020 WRICE Applications e > 2020-2021
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Elmardamd

FAelds

County - Nearest Town  Acres saaiiabia

* Map locations are for general reference only.
* Exact hunting locations will be distributed to successful applicants |- 7o
before their hunt.
* Field access is for permit holders and guests
only on the days listed on their permit.

Sources: Egl, HERE, Gamin, USGS, Inermap, INGREMENT P, MRGCan, Esi
2, Estl (Thalland), WGCC, (¢} |
Opensireetyan contributors, and the GIS LseT Community /
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o« 3,/9/ acres enrollea

e 493 acres WRE
enrolled
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2020-21 Duck Season

About 40 fields available each weekena
of regular duck season and for Two
special youth hunts

$5 application fee per hunt period;
applications taken Thur.-Sun. weekly

1,093 unigue iIndividuals applied for hunts

305 unigue individuals randomly drawn
fo hunt



e 2020-21 Duck Season

- Average applicants per
week = 243

Averdge applicants per
week for each field:
range 1-22

Maximum dapplicants per
week for a field = 31
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2020-21 Duck Season

Average age of successtul applicants = 34

2020-21 WRICE Hunt Successful Applicants by Age

Under 16

16-20

21-30

31-40 41-50

Age Category

51-60

61-70




Looking Forward

VPA-HIP grant active through 2022-23
wintering period

Working to expand habitat impact with
EQIP funds

Planning 1o do farmer focus groups 1o
refine program, payment rates, efc.

Will continue past 2022-23, details TBD
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