
Arkansas Waterfowl Rice Incentive 
Conservation Enhancement (WRICE)



WRICE Program Background
1) Winter-flooded rice fields and managed seasonal 

wetlands can provide similar wetland functions for 
waterfowl and other wildlife.

2) Food for ducks in rice fields has been substantially 
reduced due to changes in production methods and 
rice varieties. Fall tillage has also reduced waste rice 
and other foods available to ducks. 



Drivers of Duck Abundance
Use AGFC aerial survey data to examine 

landscape impacts



Drivers of Duck Abundance



Drivers of Duck Abundance
KEY FINDINGS

1) Duck presence and abundance most 
influenced by coverage and distribution of 
surface water in combination with rice fields

2) Mallards use a mosaic of habitats, and 
extensive surface water is necessary to 
sustain large populations of mallards

3) Mallards use soybean fields due to 
abundance (31–34% of total extent) 
compared to rice fields (10–17%)



Drivers of Duck Abundance
MANAGEMENT ACTION

• Managed habitat anchors complexes and must 
be maintained

o Focus on priority landscapes

• Surface water driven by natural flooding is critical
o Predictive models useful if habitats reduced and 

hydrology altered

• Agriculture land is important over a large 
landscape

o Work with private landowners to improve 
management for waterfowl



Goals of WRICE-VPA Program
AGFC is partnering with NRCS through the 
Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive 
Program to:

1) Help farmers increase waterfowl food in 
harvested rice fields without financial burden.

2) Provide permitted waterfowl hunting 
opportunities on rice fields.

3) Offer public hunting and wildlife viewing 
opportunities on Wetland Reserve 
Easement/Program properties.



WRICE Program Requirements
Farmers or landowners receive incentive payments for 
the following activities:

1) Provide shallow water throughout the waterfowl 
wintering period on harvested rice fields within 10 
miles of waterfowl-focused Wildlife Management 
Areas and National Wildlife Refuges. 

2) Allow permitted waterfowl hunting and wildlife 
viewing on rice fields through Feb. 28.

3) Offer public hunting and wildlife viewing opportunities 
on Wetland Reserve Easement/Program properties.



WRICE Focus Areas



WRICE Program Outreach



WRICE Program Specifics
1) Suspend fall tillage

A. Leave stubble standing
B. Roll stubble with a flat or cleated roller
C. Conduct patchy burns

2) Shallow-water development
A. Ensure fields are capable of holding water at an average 

depth of 2-18” Oct. 15 -Feb. 15
B. Surface-water pumping receives extra payment 



WRICE Program Specifics

 Permitted waterfowl hunting and wildlife viewing ($100/acre)
• Reserve all hunting rights for AGFC
• Hunting by randomly selected parties of four hunters or less 

each weekend of waterfowl season
• AGFC staff post fields as special waterfowl hunting areas 

and implement a permitted hunt program.



WRICE Program Specifics

 Monitoring and payment
• AGFC staff will monitor enrolled fields weekly during the 

contracted flooding period to determine flooding status.
• Payment will be made in two installments.

o 50% of the contract total following successful flood up.
o Up to 50% of the contract total at the end of contract based on 

contract performance.
 For example, if an enrolled field is flooded during 80% of monitoring visits, 

payment will total 80% of the contract total. 



WRICE Applications

 2020-2021
• 24,257 acres rice initially 

offered
• 835 acres WRE initially 

offered

 2021-2022
• 2,898 acres rice offered for 

re-enrollment
• 9,079 acres rice offered for 

new enrollment
• 493 acres WRE offered for 

re-enrollment

2020 WRICE Applications



2020 WRICE Properties

• 3,855 acres enrolled

• 520 acres WRE 
enrolled



2021 WRICE Properties

• 3,797 acres enrolled

• 493 acres WRE 
enrolled



WRICE Management



2020-21 Duck Season
• About 40 fields available each weekend 

of regular duck season and for two 
special youth hunts

• $5 application fee per hunt period; 
applications taken Thur.-Sun. weekly

• 1,093 unique individuals applied for hunts

• 305 unique individuals randomly drawn 
to hunt



2020-21 Duck Season

• Average applicants per 
week = 243

• Average applicants per 
week for each field: 
range 1-22

• Maximum applicants per 
week for a field = 31 



2020-21 Duck Season
• Average age of successful applicants = 34



Looking Forward
• VPA-HIP grant active through 2022-23 

wintering period

• Working to expand habitat impact with 
EQIP funds

• Planning to do farmer focus groups to 
refine program, payment rates, etc.

• Will continue past 2022-23, details TBD
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